
Session 5

Walking in Jesus’ Steps
Geography of Jesus



JESUS: BIRTH NARRATIVES
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MATTHEW
• ??: Annunciation to 

Joseph
• Bethlehem: Birth
• Jerusalem/Bethlehem: 

Magi
• Flight to Egypt
• 2.22f.:

But when [Joseph] 
heard that Archelaus 
was ruling over Judea 
in place of his father 
Herod, he was afraid to 
go there. And after 
being warned in a 
dream, he went away 
to the district of 
Galilee. There he made 
his home in a town 
called Nazareth...
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LUKE
• Jerusalem Temple: Zechariah
• Z. goes home to “a Judean town in the hill 

country”  (Hebron? En Kerem [~4mi w of Jerus]?)
• Nazareth: Annunciation to Mary
• Hebron?: Mary visits Elizabeth > returns to 

Nazareth
• Judean hill country: Birth of John
• Census: Mary & Joseph > Bethlehem: 

Birth & Circumcision
• Jerusalem Temple: 

Purification; Simeon and Anna
• Return to “their own town of Nazareth”

Bethlehem 
of Galilee

MARK ?? Nazareth
JOHN ?? – Nazareth but cf. 7.41-42

Some asked, “Surely the Messiah does not 
come from Galilee, does he? Has not the 
scripture said that the Messiah is 
descended from David and comes from 
Bethlehem, the village where David lived?”



NAZARETH



NAZARETH
Church of St. Gabriel: 
Eastern Orthodox site for the Annunciation.

Mary’s Well

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_St._Gabriel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_Orthodox_Church_of_the_Annunciation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary's_Well


NAZARETH

Basilica of the Annunciation



BETHLEHEM



Yardenit at southern 
end of Sea of Galilee

BAPTISM 

OF JESUS

Matt 3.1: John was in the 
wilderness of Judea

Mark 1.4f: in wilderness ... All Judea and Jerusalem...
Luke 3.3: all the region around the Jordan
John 3.23: John also was baptizing at Aenon near 

Salim... (later)
John 1.28: Bethany beyond the Jordan (JB / Jesus)

>> Bethabara [Origen/Eusebius]
>> Batanea northeast of Sea of Galilee 

(apparently near Bethsaida – John 1.44)

Upper Jordan 
near Bethsaida

Batanea



BAPTISM 

OF JESUS

Traditional site 
across from 

Jericho in Jordan
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Sea of Galilee
At widest point: ~7.25 miles=11.5km

N/S: ~12.5 miles=20km
Circumference: ~35miles=56km



SEA OF GALILEE



Khirbet

Kfar
Cana??

CEBA
12.5

CANA

• Jn 2: Wedding 
• Jn 4.46: On way 

to Capernaum
• Jn 21.2: Home of 

Nathanael



Khirbet

Kfar
Cana??

CEBA
12.5

JESUS IN 

GALILEE 



CAPERNAUM

Peter’s House

Jesus left Nazareth and 
made his home in 
Capernaum by the sea
Mt 4.13



CAPERNAUM

Synagogue (4th CE): Note underlying 
black basalt foundation from 1st CE?



CHORAZIN

Seat of Moses (Mt 23.2)

Synagogue 4th century CE

Jesus began to reproach the cities in 
which most of his deeds of power had 
been done, because they did not repent. 
"Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done 
in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago in 
sackcloth and ashes.  (Mt 11.20ff. –
Capernaum also lamented)



Sea of Galilee & Capernaum from 
Mount of Beatitudes

Mount Tabor (trad. site of Transfiguration)
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‘MOUNTS’ IN GALILEE

Mount Hermon from Hazor



MOUNT OF BEATITUDES & SEA OF GALILEE
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JOURNEYS 

TO

JERUSALEM



JERICHO TO JERUSALEM
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TO GALILEE FROM 

JERUSALEM

VIA SAMARIA

SYCHAR
and the 

Woman at the Well



NEW TESTAMENT 

JERUSALEM

Use NTJerusalem.kmz file in Google Earth

JESUS & JERUSALEM
• Presented in Temple 

(Lk 2.22-38)
• As a boy in the Temple 

(Lk 2.41-51)
• Cleanses Temple (Jn

2.13-25)
• Heals paralyzed man 

at Bethesda pools (Jn
5.1-18 – 5 porticoes?)

• At the Festival of 
Booths (Jn 7-8)

• Blind man healed at 
Siloam Pool (Jn 9)

• Festival of Dedication 
(Hanukkah: Jn 10)

• Lazarus at Bethany 
(Jn 11.1-12.11)

• Entry into Jerusalem

Bethany



BETHESDA (BETH-ZATHA) 

POOLS

Graphic: http://biblewalks.com/Sites/Bethesda.html#StAnna

http://biblewalks.com/Sites/Bethesda.html#StAnna


SILOAM POOL

^ Exit from Hezekiah’s Tunnel 
(previously thought to be Siloam Pool)

Recently excavated Siloam Pool >

CEBA 12.9



PASSION 

WEEK
~ According to Synoptics w/ 
some details from John
• Mt Olives: Weeps over 

Jerusalem (Lk 19.41ff)
• S: Entry into Jerusalem; 

looks around Temple; 
returns to Bethany

• M: Cleanses Temple
• T: Teaching in Temple
• W: ?
• Θ: Passover (?) Supper 

(Zion?) > Gethsemane > 
Arrest > Caiaphas (Zion?)

• F: Sanhedrin (Temple) > 
Pilate (Herodian Palace) > 
Herod Antipas (Hasmonean 
Palace) > Pilate > Crucifixion 
& Burial (Golgotha)

Bethany

The Sacred Bridge, p364



Herodian Palace with 
Praetorium outside wall 

to the west

Golgotha 
outside 

Second Wall

Hasmonean 
Palace

Kidron Valley with Garden of 
Gethsemane and Mount of 

Olives to the east

Temple 
Mount

Western Hill: Last 
Supper?

Caiaphas’ House?



DOMINUS FLEVIT

ENTRY TO JERUSALEM



ENTRY TO JERUSALEM

1862



The Temple Mount in Jesus’ Time



The Temple Mount in Jesus’ Time – Huldah Gates



GETHSEMANE



HEARINGS BEFORE CAIAPHAS & PILATE

St. Peter 
GallicantuSiloam

Pool 
Jn 9

Herod’s 
Palace & 

Praetorium Golgatha & 
Holy Sepulchre

Cenacle (Traditional 
Last Supper)

Garden of 
Gethsemane



JESUS BEFORE PILATE

Pilate ... brought Jesus outside 
and sat on the judge's bench at a 
place called The Stone Pavement, 
or in Hebrew Gabbatha.  Jn 19.13



https://www.google.com/maps/@31.7770785,35.2171059,1630a,20y,90h,41.2t/data=!3m1!1e3

GOLGOTHA

https://www.google.com/maps/@31.7770785,35.2171059,1630a,20y,90h,41.2t/data=!3m1!1e3


GOLGOTHA

Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre



CHURCH OF THE 

HOLY SEPULCHRE
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JESUS’ 

POST-RESURRECTION

APPEARANCES
• Jerusalem appearances: Mary, Peter, 

closed room with 10 (+ Thomas)
• Emmaus (Lk)
• Mountain in Galilee (Mt)
• Appearance at Sea of Galilee (Jn 21)
• Ascension at Bethany (Lk 24.50f) / 

Mount of Olives (Acts 1.6ff)



BETHANY / MT OF OLIVES

Mosque of the Ascension ^
< Pater Noster Church



TABGHA:

CHURCH OF THE 

PRIMACY OF ST. PETER
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North / South
110 miles = 

175km

East / West
35 miles =  

55km

EXTENT OF 

JESUS’ ACTIVITY

Where did Jesus go?
• Bethlehem (Egypt)
• Regions of Tyre, Sidon and Casearea Philippi
• Northern side of Sea of Galilee: Gennesaret, 

Capernaum, Chorazin, Bethsaida
• Eastern side: Gergesa / Gadara
• Nazareth to Sea of Galilee
• Samaria: Shechem / Sychar
• Jordan valley south to Jericho and wilderness
• Jerusalem, Mount of Olives, Bethany, 

Emmaus

Notable sites not mentioned:
• Sepphoris
• Tiberias
• Caesarea Maritima
• Scythopolis (Beth Shean)
• Samaria Sebaste



JESUS AND GEOGRAPHY

 In the big picture of things, what do you make 
of Jesus’ limited geographical scope and 
contacts? How was his ‘parochialism’ both 
helpful and limiting?

 To what extent is your congregation parochial, 
in bad or good ways? 

 Mix and match! What is the best way for a 
congregation to function?
 THINK LOCALLY

ACT GLOBALLY


