An Introduction to the Four Gospels

Mark Vitalis Hoffman
Assoc. Professor of Biblical Studies - LTSG

Upper Susquehanna Synod — ELCA
Lay Ministry Institute
March 8, 2008

Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are
four living creatures, full of eyes in front and behind: the
first living creature like a lion, the second living creature
like an ox, the third living creature with a face like a
human face, and the fourth living creature like a flying

eagle. Revelation 4.6-7 (also cf. Ezekiel 1.10)
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An Outline of the Gospel of Luke

1.1-4 Prologue

1.5-2.52 Announcements of and Births of John the Baptist and Jesus
3.1-22 John the Baptist and Jesus’ baptism

3.23-28 Jesus’ genealogy

4.1-13 Jesus tempted in the wilderness frgﬁi-laalrk
4.14-30 Jesus’ inaugural message

4.31-9.50  Jesus’ miracles and teachings 62083

6.20-49 Sermon on the Plain Little Interpolation”

"When the days drew near for him to be taken up,
he set his face to go to Jerusalem.” (9.51)

9:51-19.27 Jesus’ ministry continues as his way is directed towards

Jerusalem

19.28-21.38 Jesus' visitation of Jerusalem 19.51-18.14

22.1-65 The Passover: preparations, meal, arrest "Big Interpolation”

22.66-23.25 Jesus’ trials 18.15-24.11
from Mark

24.1-12 The empty tomb

24.13-35  The road to Emmaus

23.26-56  Jesus’ crucifixion
24.36-53  Jesus’ appearance and commission to his followers

The Gospel of Luke

1.1-4: Prologue

1.5-4.13: Introductory Matters — Preparation
for Jesus’ Ministry
4.14-9.51:  Jesus’ Ministry in Galilee

9.52-19.27: Jesus Journeys to Jerusalem:
Instruction, Mission, Healing,
Controversy

19.28-21.38: Jesus’ Ministry in Jerusalem
22.1-22.43: Jesus’ Death and Resurrection

Why was the Gospel of Luke written?

¢ Theologically
— responding to crisis of faith due to delay of parousia
— establishing Gentile mission
— refuting gnostic tendencies
¢ Politically
— establish Christianity as a legitimate religion
— reduce Roman persecution
* Pastorally

— guide Christians whose faith faltering in face of
guandaries, heresies, tribulations

cf. Mark Allan Powell, The Gospels, p99

Luke 1.26ff.

Annunciation
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24.44-53: Conclusion
Prologue
Luke 1:1-4
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Luke 1.39ff.
Visitation / Magnificat
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Luke 1.57ff.

Birth of John the Baptist
Benedictus

http://www.wels.net/wmc/Downloads/164.gif

Luke 2.1ff

Birth of Jesus
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Luke 2.8ff.

Announcement to
the Shepherds
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Luke 2.41ff

Boy Jesus in the Temple
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Luke 2.22ff.
Simeon and Anna
Nunc Dimittus
¢
3
+
i
Luke 3.21ff
Baptism of Jesus
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Luke 3.1ff

Temptation of Jesus

Luke 3.1ff

Inaugural Address

Geneology
Luke 3.23ff.

Luke 9.51
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Teachings of Jesus

Matthew 5
Sermon on the Mount
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Luke 6
Sermon on the Plain

"Blessed are you who are poor, for
yours is the kingdom of God.

"Blessed are those who hunger and "Blessed are you who are hungry
thirst for righteousness, for they will now, for you will be filled.
be filled.

"Blessed are you who weep now,
for you will laugh.

"Blessed are those who are
persecuted for righteousness' sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

"Blessed are you when people hate
you, and when they exclude you,
revile you, and defame you on
account of the Son of Man.
Rejoice in that day and leap for

joy, for surely your reward is great
in heaven;

Teaching in Parables

* The Good Samaritan
» The Prodigal Son
* The Rich Man and Lazarus




» 1.53:

Rich and Poor in Luke
&

* 6.20-24: - &

Four Rich Guys

12.13-21: Parable of the Rich Fool
16.19-31: Parable of Rich Man and Lazarus
18.18-30: Rich Ruler

19.1-10: Zacchaeus

Luke 18:18-30
The Rich Ruler

Luke 18:18-30
The Rich Ruler
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Luke 18:18-30
The Rich Ruler
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The Rich Ruler

Luke 18:18-30
The Rich Ruler

Luke 19.1-10

Luke 19.1-10

Luke 18:35-43
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Luke 19.1-10
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The Death of Jesus
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Resurrection
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Road to
Emmaus
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Ascension

The Gospel of Luke

and the sequel:

The Book of Acts




