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Recommended Resources

Reading. Watching, Listening to the Gospels
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Why study the Gospels?

m “We wish to see Jesus” (John 12.21)

m The Monkey Business Illusion

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGQmdoK_zfY
= What we are trying to avoid:
“The Bible is like TV Guide. We use it to see what
we want to see.”
m BUT... why four gospels?
= A composite picture of Jesus or
= Four portraits of Jesus?

m How do we see Jesus in the four gospels?

Bible Software

= Commercial
BibleWorks
Logos
Accordance
Other

m Online & Freeware

Bible Study Software

NET Bible £
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Questions?

Why study the Gospels?

= How do we study the four gospels?
= How do we see Jesus in the four gospels?



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGQmdoK_ZfY

Historical Jesus
7 What Jesus actually said (Aramaic) and did

Oral Traditions of Early Church about Jesus

Written Traditions [N Gospels
(2) of Early Church . _(Greek)
about Jesus

Manuscript

NJ raditions
What on this line of development is xanh{:ns
most important to you?

Historical
Jesus

Oral Traditions of
Early Church

The Gospels are ultimately the
authoritative word

With what are we really working?

Sender —» Message = Receiver

Author —p  Text =——p Reader
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Historical
Jesus

Form
Criticism
Source
Criticism g
Redactio
Criticism

Are the Gospels simply windows that we
try to look through to see Jesus?

Historical

* Jesus Literary

Oral Traditions of Criticism
Early Church

e Focus on finished form
of text

e Emphasis on unity of
text as a whole

e Understanding text as
an end in itself

¢ Basis on communication
models of speech-act
theory

Narra
Criticism

Historical
Jesus Literary

Oral Traditions of Criticism
Early Church

Reader-
Response
Criticism




How does one approach the Gospels?

m Getting back to Jesus...

m Ultimately the concern of the NT is ‘getting’
Jesus to the reader...

... of proclaiming the Gospel

The Witness of the Gospels

Mark 1:1
The beginning of the
Good News [ Gospel
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
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What are these Gospels

we are studying?
m Theological narratives
m Fashioned from selected traditions

m Central story is the life, death, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ

m Testify to the presence of the Dominion of God
in Jesus as part of the larger story of God in
history

m Rhetorical (persuasive) compositions intending
to change and transform their readers

= Adopted from James Bailey and Lyle Vander Broek, Literary Forms in the New Testament, A
Handbook (Louisville: John Knox Press, 1992), p. 91

The Witness of the Gospels

What is a Gospel?
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The Witness of the Gospels

What is a Gospel?
m Content of Jesus’ preaching
m Content of early Xn preaching re: Jesus

m What Jesus said was good news about God and
what Xns said was good news about Jesus

= A ‘book’ about Jesus >>
“The Four Canonical Gospels”

An Introduction to the Four Gospels
But why FOUR Gospels?

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
discuss the birth of Jesus
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